[Immunohistological evaluation of esophageal cancer with antikeratin monoclonal antibodies].
In this study, I investigated the molecular weights of keratin-subunits in the tissue of esophageal cancer by enzyme-labeled antibody technique with four kinds of antikeratin monoclonal antibodies with different spectrums of reacting keratin-subunits. Further more, the correlation between the molecular weights of keratin-subunits and clinicopathological factors was evaluated, and that between the molecular weights and the prognosis was studied also. The positive rates of four kinds of primary antibodies did not correlate to clinical feature or prognosis, and each primary antibody showed different attitude regarding correlation to histopathological factors. I analyzed the molecular weights of keratin-subunits increased in the carcinoma tissue by the difference of staining intensities of four monoclonal antibodies. The histological findings of the cases with carcinoma tissues in which 48, 56 kd keratins increased were in high malignancy compared with other groups, and their prognosis was significantly poor. Examination of prognostic factors with multivariate analysis revealed that the increase of 48, 56 kd keratins in the carcinoma tissues was the most important determining factor of prognosis next to lymphatic invasion.